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Dear Friends,
At OU Law, we are dedicated to providing our students with an 
unmatched education in an innovative learning environment. 
This issue of Sooner Lawyer illustrates how our leadership in 
modern legal education is preparing our students to become 
technologically adept lawyers, ready to lead our profession 
where such skills are in high demand. 
Our commitment to excellence in the digital sphere continues 
to evolve with the launch of the OU Law Center for Technology 
and Innovation in Practice, which builds upon the success of 
our groundbreaking Digital Initiative. Read more about this exciting new development, which is 
capturing nationwide attention, beginning on page 2.
This fall we celebrated our inaugural Reunion Weekend, which included a CLE on law practice 
technology, law school tours, and a breakfast-themed tailgate before an early kickoff. It was 
truly a special weekend to be able to spend this time with so many of you. Turn to page 8 to 
see some highlights from the weekend.
A cornerstone of the legal profession is a commitment to public service. On page 10, we 
celebrate two OU Law alumni who have continued that pledge through service to their home 
state. This feature story explores the paths that Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Patrick Wyrick 
(’07) and Oklahoma Attorney General Mike Hunter (’82) have taken toward their current roles.
This past year has been a resounding success at the OU College of Law, and our story 
beginning on page 12 features our recent honors and accomplishments. Our graduates 
achieved a 95 percent pass rate on the July bar exam for first-time exam takers, the highest in 
the state. OU Law was ranked 10th in the nation out of more than 200 law schools as a “Best 
Value” law school, according to National Jurist. preLaw Magazine recently named OU Law one 
of the Top 20 Most Innovative Law Schools in the nation. In recognition of our Digital Initiative, 
OU Law has been named an Apple Distinguished School for 2017-2019. 
I’m also proud to say that 100 percent of our 1L class pledged to complete a minimum of 
either 50 or 100 hours of pro bono service during their law school career, with 64 percent 
committing to 100 hours. Last academic year, OU Law students provided a record 23,333 
hours of pro bono service, shattering the previous record by more than 6,000 hours.
These highlights are just a sample of the many exciting things happening at our college. Our 
success would not be possible without the support and commitment of you, our alumni and 
friends. Thank you for helping make OU Law one of our nation’s great public law schools.
Warmest regards,
Joseph Harroz Jr. 
Dean and Professor 
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Sooner Lawyer is published two times per year by the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law. This publication, printed by University Printing 
Services, is issued by the University of Oklahoma. 10,000 copies have been 
prepared and distributed at a cost of 35 cents per copy to the taxpayers of 
the State of Oklahoma. 
Created by the Oklahoma Territorial Legislature in 1890, the University 
of Oklahoma is a doctoral degree-granting research university serving 
the educational, cultural, economic and health-care needs of the state, 
region and nation. The Norman campus serves as home to all of the 
university’s academic programs except health-related fields. The OU 
Health Sciences Center, which is located in Oklahoma City, is one of only 
four comprehensive academic health centers in the nation with seven 
professional colleges. Both the Norman and Health Sciences Center colleges 
offer programs at the Schusterman Center, the site of OU-Tulsa. OU 
enrolls more than 30,000 students, has more than 2,800 full-time faculty 
members, and has 21 colleges offering 171 majors at the baccalaureate 
level, 152 majors at the master’s level, 79 majors at the doctoral level, 32 
majors at the doctoral professional level, and 35 graduate certificates. 
The university’s annual operating budget is $941 million. The University 
of Oklahoma, in compliance with all applicable federal and state laws and 
regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, genetic information, gender identity, 
gender expression, age, religion, disability, political beliefs, or status as 
a veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This includes, but 
is not limited to: admissions, employment, financial aid and educational 
services. Inquiries regarding non-discrimination policies may be directed to: 
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The evolution of OU Law’s 
groundbreaking Digital Initiative 
continues with the launch 
of the OU Law Center for 
Technology and Innovation 
in Practice, formally bringing 
together and expanding the 
components of the Digital 
Initiative.
“Three years ago, OU Law was the first law school in the nation to launch a 
college-wide Digital Initiative, immersing our students in technology from day 
one,” said Dean Joe Harroz. “The results of our initiative have become clear: the 
demand for technologically savvy law graduates has never been higher, and OU 
Law graduates are seeing remarkable benefits. The creation of the OU Law Center 
for Technology and Innovation in Practice captures our successes in this sphere, 
allowing the college to capitalize on opportunities for our students.”
The new center encompasses the existing elements of the college’s Digital Initiative, 
which is built around three core elements:
•  the common platform of iPad Pro with Apple Pencil, given to all students at 
no cost, for hand-writing notes and annotating documents;
•  a digital training curriculum that educates OU Law students to use technology 
for productivity in law school and in practice; and
•  the Inasmuch Foundation Collaborative Learning Center, a state-of-the-art 
space that allows students to become familiar with how technology can be 
used to collaborate on projects.
The OU Law Center for Technology and Innovation in Practice also includes 
technology certifications and opportunities to explore new law practice technology.
Students can earn certifications through the Legal Technology Core Competencies 
Certification Coalition (LTC4), a nonprofit that has established legal technology 
core competencies and certification that all law firms can use to measure ongoing 
efficiency improvements.
KENTON BRICE
As director of technology innovation, 
Brice leads OU Law’s technology efforts, 
building on the college’s reputation as 
a national leader in legal technology 
education. Brice joined the law library in 
2015 as its first digital resources librarian. 
In addition to teaching legal research in 
the Legal Research, Writing and Advocacy 
Program, he also assists in administering 
the Digital Initiative at the College of Law.
Prior to joining the College of Law, 
Brice practiced as an associate attorney 
with Christman Kelley & Clarke PC in 
Highland Village, Texas, where he gained 
extensive experience in courtrooms 
and boardrooms, handling various 
litigation and transactional matters for 
the firm. In addition to his legal work, he 
administered all of the firm’s technology 
to enhance the firm’s efficiency in all 
aspects of professional and legal work. 
Brice brings his professional and technical 
experiences to the College of Law to 
help educate students on how to utilize 
technology to become more effective 
researchers, lawyers and professionals. 
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In addition to training students on the use of current 
technologies, the center is investigating new and emerging 
technologies for use in the law school curriculum as well as 
in law practice. The center is exploring virtual, augmented 
and mixed-reality use scenarios in law practice, as well as 
implementing artificial intelligence tools in legal research and 
document drafting.
Future offerings through the center may include an incubation 
program, which could provide recent OU Law graduates with 
the foundational technologies, training and tools that all 
start-up law firms need to succeed in today’s legal market.
“When we started the Digital Initiative over three years ago, 
we had the framework of a plan, knowing that the nature of 
technology advancements would require us to adapt,” Harroz 
said. “As opportunities for the use of technology in the legal 
profession grow, we will continue to adjust our approach. In 
the years to come, no matter how technology has impacted 
4 SOONER L AW YER 
INNOVATION RECEIVES 
NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT
OU Law’s Digital Initiative has garnered national recognition 
for the College of Law as a cutting-edge law school equipping 
students for the 21st-century legal profession. In October, the 
College of Law was named one of “20 Most Innovative Law 
Schools” by preLaw, a National Jurist publication.
In compiling the list, National Jurist took a look at schools 
across the country utilizing innovative approaches to provide 
their graduates a competitive edge in the legal marketplace. 
OU Law’s Digital Initiative was highlighted in the publication 
for its integration of technology and digital tools in the legal 
educational experience at OU Law.
The Digital Initiative also was the subject in a segment of 
the podcast “The Digital Edge,” sponsored by the American 
Bar Association Law Practice Management Section. In that 
interview, Darin Fox (’92), associate dean and director of the 
law library, discussed how the recession spurred the use of 
legal technology and provided examples of potential uses of 
technology in the courtroom. That podcast has subsequently 
been featured in legal websites, blogs and newsletters hosted 
by other law-related organizations.
In August, Kevin O’Keefe, founder and CEO of LexBlog, visited 
OU Law and hosted a Facebook Live tour of the new Inasmuch 
Collaborative Learning Center, led by Fox and Kenton Brice (’09), 
director of technology innovation. The CLC also was the focus 
of an article in the May issue of AALL Spectrum, published by 
the American Association of Law Libraries.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss2/1
the practice of law, our students will be ready to take charge of the technological 
demands of the profession.”
With the support of OU Law Associate Dean Darin Fox (’92), Director of Technology 
Innovation Kenton Brice (’09) spearheads the center’s efforts in advancing OU 
Law’s offerings in the digital realm. Brice brings a unique blend of legal practice 
experience and expertise in utilizing leading-edge technology to the job. Learn 
more about Brice’s background and experience in the inset on page 3.
“The practice of law has evolved to the point where attorneys must engage with 
technology and innovate their practices to serve the next generation of clients,” 
Brice said. “Creating the Center for Technology and Innovation in Practice provides 
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OU LAW  
RECOGNIZED  
AS APPLE  
DISTINGUISHED  
SCHOOL 
The OU College of Law has been 
named an Apple Distinguished School 
for 2017-2019 in recognition of its 
groundbreaking Digital Initiative, which 
prepares OU Law students to become 
technologically savvy lawyers who 
understand the tools needed to research, 
organize, communicate and present in 
the 21st century.
Apple Distinguished Schools are centers 
of innovation, leadership and educational 
excellence that use technology to inspire 
creativity, collaboration and critical 
thinking. They showcase innovative 
uses of technology in learning and 
teaching and have documented results of 
academic accomplishment.
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OU Law with a platform to expand the foundation of the 
Digital Initiative to prepare our students for the modern 
practice of law. From learning basic technology skills attorneys 
use on a daily basis to exploring innovative initiatives that could 
possibly reshape the profession, our students will be poised to 
excel in practice throughout their entire careers.”
The OU College of Law is now home to four centers focused 
on facilitating further study and appreciation of key strategic 
academic areas, furthering the study of law beyond the 
traditional classroom experience.
Center for International Business and Human Rights
Center for the Study of American Indian Law and Policy
Oil and Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy Center 
(ONE Center)
Center for Technology and Innovation in Practice
“We are positioning the OU Law Center for Technology and 
Innovation in Practice to engage with academics, policymakers 
and industry experts to research and implement the practical 
use of technology in legal education,” Harroz said. “The 
new center will take law practice technology instruction to 
the next level, benefiting OU Law alumni and other lawyers 
in Oklahoma and beyond through improved efficiency and 
productivity.” | SL |
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CLE PRESENTATION 
“ESSENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES FOR  
THE MODERN LAW PRACTICE"
FACILITY TOUR 
INCLUDING INASMUCH COLLABORATIVE LEARNING CENTER
Presenters: 
Kenton Brice, OU Law director of technology innovation
Darin Fox, OU Law associate dean and director of the law library
8 SOONER L AW YER https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss2/1
TAILGATE BREAKFAST 
PRIOR TO FOOTBALL GAME
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Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice 
Patrick Wyrick  
OU LAW CLASS OF 2007
Patrick Robert Wyrick was 
born in March 1981 to Bob 
and Sharon Wyrick of Atoka, 
Oklahoma, where the family 
owned and operated Wyrick 
Lumber Company. He grew 
up in the small southeastern 
Oklahoma community and in 
1999, graduated from Atoka 
High School after earning a 
reputation as a baseball pitcher 
with a strong throwing arm.
In high school, Wyrick fielded scholarship offers from numerous 
Division I schools, was drafted by the Montreal Expos and 
ultimately signed with the University of Oklahoma Sooners. In 
his sophomore year, Wyrick spent a semester at Cowley County 
Community College in Arkansas City, Kansas, before enrolling at 
Oklahoma City University for his junior season, where he helped 
the team to the NAIA National Championship game before 
signing a professional contract with the Florida Marlins.
Wyrick loved playing at the professional level, but the wear and 
tear on his arm from hurling baseballs since his youth caught 
up with him at the ripe old age of 22. While his baseball career 
ended sooner than he hoped, Wyrick knew what he wanted 
to do next.
As a student at Atoka High School, he had been involved 
with the speech and debate program, and had participated 
in the Oklahoma Mock Trial Competition of the Oklahoma 
Bar Association. The Atoka High School team won the state 
championship his junior and senior years.
As a senior, Wyrick received the best lawyer award at the 
National High School Mock Trial Championship. This national 
award, combined with words of encouragement from former 
Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Marian Opala, who had 
presided over the state championship trial, helped Wyrick realize 
that at the conclusion of his baseball career, he wanted to 
attend law school.
Wyrick returned to OU, completed his undergraduate degree 
in sociology and criminology in 2004 and began law school. 
After earning his juris doctor in 2007, he worked in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, as a law clerk for the chief judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Oklahoma. When the clerkship 
ended, he became an associate of GableGotwals in Oklahoma 
City, practicing general civil litigation.
In 2011, Wyrick began working in the office of the Oklahoma 
attorney general as the state’s first solicitor general, the chief 
appellate lawyer for the state, where he argued cases in 
Oklahoma Supreme Court, 10th Circuit Court of Appeals, D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, United States Supreme Court, and 
other state and federal courts.
He served in that position until February 2017, when he was 
appointed to the Oklahoma Supreme Court to fill the vacancy 





the White House 
announced that 
Wyrick was on 
its short list 
of candidates 
to fill the next 
vacancy on the 
United States 
Supreme Court.
Justice Patrick Wyrick stands at his swearing-in 
reception with former Justice Steven Taylor (’74), 
who previously held the District No. 2 position on 
the Oklahoma Supreme Court.
Photo by Erin McGregor, Legislative Service Bureau
Photo by Joseph French, AOC
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Oklahoma Attorney General  
Mike Hunter 
OU LAW CLASS OF 1982
Michael James “Mike” 
Hunter was born in Enid, 
Oklahoma, in July 1956, to 
parents Chester and Phyllis 
Hunter, and grew up on a 
farm in Garfield County. He 
attended and graduated from 
Pioneer-Pleasant Vale Schools.
Hunter enrolled at Oklahoma 
State University, where he was 
active in student government 
and served in leadership roles in multiple organizations. He was 
recognized by the OSU Alumni Association as one of the “Top 5 
Senior Men” and in May 1978, he received a bachelor’s degree 
in history.
He applied and was accepted to the OU College of Law, but 
chose to defer entering law school for a year to work on a 
gubernatorial campaign. In reflecting on his decision to delay his 
legal education to be involved in the political campaign, Hunter 
said his experience working on the campaign only served to 
intensify his resolve to practice law.
Hunter started law school in 1979, served as president of the 
Student Bar Association as a 3L and graduated in 1982.
Hunter practiced law in Oklahoma City, focusing on energy 
and real estate law. He was elected to the Oklahoma House 
of Representatives and served from 1985 until 1990, when 
he returned to private practice. Hunter served as the general 
counsel of the Oklahoma Corporation Commission from 1993 
to 1994. He was the Republican nominee for the office of 
Oklahoma attorney general in 1994.
In 1995, Hunter became chief of staff for Oklahoma 
Congressman J.C. Watts, managing offices in Washington, D.C., 
Norman and Lawton, Oklahoma. He served in that capacity until 
1999, when he was appointed secretary of state by Gov. Frank 
Keating, returning his public service focus to the state level. He 
resigned from that position in 2002 to become the executive 
vice president and chief operating officer for the American 
Council of Life Insurers, the advocacy, legal and research division 
of the life insurance industry.
Hunter was appointed secretary of the Commissioners of the 
Oklahoma Land Office in August 2009. In 2011, he became 
chief operating officer of the American Bankers Association, a 
position he held for four years.
Hunter was named first assistant in the Office of the Oklahoma 
Attorney General in 2015, and the following year was appointed 
to serve for a second time as Oklahoma’s secretary of state, with 
the additional responsibilities of being special counsel to the 
governor. It was while serving in these positions that Hunter was 
appointed to serve as the attorney general in February 2017.
Hunter is married to Cheryl Plaxico Hunter (’82), who practices 
in Oklahoma City and previously served as a member of the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. The couple has 
two adult sons, Barrett Hunter (’17), who is married to Rachael, 
and Brock Hunter. | SL |
The Hunter family (left to right): Brock, Cheryl, Mike, Rachael and Barrett
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First-Time Takers 2014 2015 2016 2017
OU 91% 90% 85% 95%
OCU 78% 58% 67% 77%
Tulsa 87% 75% 82% 93%
Statewide Total 84% 74% 74% 87%
OU v. Statewide 7% 16% 11% 8%
Overall 2014 2015 2016 2017
OU 88% 87% 82% 93%
OCU 75% 53% 61% 71%
Tulsa 80% 71% 71% 90%
Statewide Total 79% 68% 68% 81%
OU v. Statewide 9% 19% 14% 12%
A  
RECORD 
YEAR The last year has been a resounding success at the OU College of Law. By earning a number of achievements and honors, the college 
continues to make meaningful progress on 
its path of excellence. Each of these accolades 
is individually impressive, but they’re even 
more remarkable in the aggregate.
Source: Oklahoma Board of Bar Examiners
OKLAHOMA BAR EXAM RESULTS – JULY TEST RESULTS
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss2/1
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The OU College of Law again leads the state in bar 
passage rates. OU Law graduates achieved a 95 percent 
pass rate on the July 2017 bar exam for first-time 
exam takers, eclipsing the statewide first-time average 
by 8 percent and marking OU’s highest first-time bar 
passage rate in the last seven years.
A total of 89 OU alumni took the exam. The overall passage rate for OU graduates was 
93 percent, exceeding the statewide overall pass rate by 12 percent.
“OU Law’s perennial achievements on the Oklahoma Bar Exam are a testament to our 
emphasis on admitting well-prepared and academically-qualified students and their 
education experience at OU Law,” said Dean Joe Harroz. “Our graduates’ performance 
exceeded the statewide average in every category, making clear the amount of hard 
work they put into bar preparation.”
The chart to the left provides some historical data and reflects the delta between the 
OU scores and the statewide average.
95% 
BAR EXAM  
PASSAGE RATE
for first-time exam takers  
– the highest in the state 
Oklahoma Board of Bar Examiners
The OU College of Law has been ranked 10th in the 
nation out of more than 200 law schools as a “Best 
Value” law school, according to National Jurist magazine. 
OU Law is the only Oklahoma law school in the top 25.
“At the OU College of Law, we are humbled by this recent distinction, and we are 
proud of our students and alumni for their achievements,” Harroz said. “Together with 
other recent accolades, this honor demonstrates how OU Law is elevating the standard 
of excellence while providing the highest quality legal education at a reasonable price 
for our students.”
In its methodology for the Best Value rankings, National Jurist based its findings on 
several factors, including percentage of graduates who pass the bar exam, employment 
rate, tuition, cost of living and average indebtedness upon graduation.
TOP 10
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• FIRST LAW SCHOOL IN THE NATION to launch a Digital Initiative
• 8,000-SQUARE-FOOT Inasmuch Foundation Collaborative Learning Center
• 70+ individual tech training programs offered annually
In the latest Blakely Advocacy Institute’s annual ranking 
of Moot Court Programs, OU Law jumped 12 spots to 
No. 2 in the nation. This marks the fifth consecutive 
year the OU College of Law has been ranked in the 
top 20 schools in the country, with the latest ranking 
representing the college’s highest placement in 
school history.
“At OU Law, we are committed to providing our students with a world-class legal 
education, and part of that includes exposing them to moot court competitions. Our 
students’ tenacity and drive to succeed is inspiring, and the faculty and alumni support 
we have for our competitions program is outstanding,” Harroz said.
For more about the recent successes of OU’s competition teams, see page 41.
As noted in this issue’s cover story (page 2), preLaw 
Magazine recently named OU Law one of the Top 20 
Most Innovative Law Schools in the nation.
In its list, the magazine featured law schools across the country that have implemented 
innovative approaches to provide their graduates a competitive edge in the legal 
marketplace. OU Law’s Digital Initiative was highlighted in the publication for its 
integration of technology and digital tools in the legal educational experience 
at OU Law.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss2/1
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Every year at orientation, OU Law asks every student in 
the incoming 1L class to sign a voluntary pro bono and 
public service pledge. Students can choose to pledge 
either 50 hours or 100 hours of pro bono and public 
service over the course of their law school career.
In the current 1L class (Class of 2020), a record 100 percent of students signed the 
pledge, with nearly two-thirds of those students committing to 100 hours.
The OU College of Law has an incredible tradition of students performing pro bono 
and public service work during law school. Last academic year, OU Law students 
provided a record 23,333 hours of pro bono service, shattering the previous record 
by more than 6,000 hours. Since 2004, OU Law students have reported more than 







In recognition of the college’s groundbreaking 
Digital Initiative, OU Law has been named an Apple 
Distinguished School for 2017-2019.
“As the first law school in the nation to launch a college-wide Digital Initiative, our 
students are immersed in technology and trainings from day one,” Harroz said. “The 
selection of OU Law as an Apple Distinguished School provides tangible evidence of 
our incredible success in creating an innovative learning environment that equips our 
students for the modern practice of law.”
Apple Distinguished Schools are centers of innovation, leadership and educational 
excellence that use technology to inspire creativity, collaboration and critical thinking. 
They showcase innovative uses of technology in learning and teaching and have 
documented results of academic accomplishment.
100%
OF 1L CLASS 
PLEDGES  
PRO BONO  
SERVICE
Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2017
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News briefs
1950s
William G. Paul (‘56) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for arbitration and mediation. He is of counsel 
with Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
1960s
Henry P. Rheinberger (‘61) was named in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for eminent domain and condemnation law, 
mortgage banking foreclosure law and real estate law. He is 
of counsel to Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Preston G. Gaddis II (‘62) was included in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for aviation law and equipment finance law. 
He is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Rex Travis (’62) received the Journal 
Record Award from the Oklahoma 
County Bar Association. He practices 
insurance and personal injury law at 
Travis Law Office in Oklahoma City.
Andrew M. Coats (’63) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for antitrust law, appellate practice, white 
collar criminal defense and multiple categories of litigation, 
including bet-the-company, commercial, antitrust, banking 
and finance, municipal, real estate and product liability. He 
is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City and dean 
emeritus of OU Law.
D. Kent Meyers (‘64) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for antitrust law, communications law and 
litigation categories of bet-the-company, commercial, antitrust 
and bankruptcy. He also was recognized by Benchmark 
Litigation as a 2018 “Local Litigation Star” and was included 
in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a director of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
James M. Sturdivant (‘64) was included in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for energy law, securities/capital markets 
law, bet-the-company litigation, commercial litigation, 
antitrust litigation and securities litigation. He also was named 
to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Arlen E. Fielden (‘65) was recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for insurance law, workers’ compensation 
law – employers, ERISA litigation, and labor and employment 
litigation. He is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City.
Sheppard F. Miers Jr. (‘66) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for tax law, employee benefits (ERISA) law, 
and litigation and controversy – tax. He is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Robert M. Johnson (‘67) was named in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for construction law and real estate law. He is 
of counsel with Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Clyde A. Muchmore (‘67) was included in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for antitrust law, appellate practice and 
litigation in the categories of bet-the-company, commercial, 
antitrust and First Amendment. He also was named a 2018 
“Local Litigation Star” by Benchmark Litigation and was listed 
among the “Top 50” Oklahoma Super Lawyers 2017. He is a 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
David L. Boren (’68) announced he 
will retire as president of the University 
of Oklahoma, effective June 30, 2018, 
or at such time as a permanent 
successor has been named. He will have 
served as OU president for more than 
23 years. During his 51 years of public service, he also has 
served as Oklahoma governor, U.S. Senator and a member of 
the Oklahoma House of Representatives.
Reid E. Robison (’68) was named a 
senior fellow of the Litigation Counsel 
of America. He is a shareholder of 
McAfee & Taft in Oklahoma City, where 
his practice concentrates on 
business-related litigation.
John D. Groendyke (’69) was named a 2017 Oklahoma 
State University Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources Champion. He serves as CEO and chairman of the 
board for Groendyke Transport Inc., based in Enid, Oklahoma.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss2/1
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James H. Holloman Jr. (‘69) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for employee benefits (ERISA) law, litigation 
and controversy – tax, non-profit/charities law, tax law, and 
trusts and estates. He also was selected for inclusion in the 
2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is of counsel with Crowe 
& Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Robert A. Reece (‘69) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for closely held companies and family 
businesses law. He is of counsel to Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City.
1970s
Burns Hargis (’70) was inducted into the Oklahoma State 
University Diversity Hall of Fame. Having served as OSU 
president since 2008, he was recognized for his support in 
advancing diversity and inclusion at the university.
Lynnwood R. Moore Jr. (’70) was included in the 2018 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America for corporate law and 
securities/capital markets law. He is of counsel to Conner & 
Winters LLP in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Bruce W. Day (‘72) was named by The Best Lawyers in 
America as the 2018 “Lawyer of the Year” for securities/
capital markets law in Oklahoma City and also was 
recognized for additional categories of administrative/
regulatory law and securities litigation. He is a director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy.
Terry R. Hanna (‘72) was recognized in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for non-profit/charities law and tax law. He is 
of counsel with Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Gary R. McSpadden (‘72) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for commercial transactions/UCC law, 
equipment finance law, financial services regulation law, 
banking and finance law, commercial finance law, banking 
and finance litigation, real estate law, and oil and gas law. He 
is of counsel to Crowe & Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
William R. Grimm (’73) was elected to serve on the 
Oklahoma Judicial Nominating Commission. He is the 
managing officer of Barrow & Grimm PC in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Craig W. Hoster (‘73) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for commercial litigation. He is of counsel with 
Crowe & Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Ron D. Burton (’74) was elected chair 
of The Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International for 2018-2019. He chaired 
the foundation’s Investment Committee 
and Fund Development Committee in 
2016-2017, and also served as 
president of Rotary International in 2013-2014.
Richard C. Ford (‘74) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for antitrust law, appellate practice, insurance 
law and litigation in the areas of commercial, insurance, mass 
tort/class actions (defense) and product liability (defense). He 
is of counsel with Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Curtis Long (’74) was listed in the 2018 edition of The Best 
Lawyers in America for energy law, natural resources law, 
administrative/regulatory law and regulatory enforcement 
litigation. He is a partner of Conner & Winters LLP in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
G. Blaine Schwabe III (‘74) was included in the 2018 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America for bankruptcy and creditor 
debtor rights/insolvency and reorganization law, bet-the-
company litigation and commercial litigation. He also was 
named to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is of counsel to 
GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
John L. Scott (’74) retired and closed his law practice in 
Enid, Oklahoma, at the end of 2017. He had been a sole 
practitioner in Enid since 1977 and also served as a part-time 
assistant district attorney for 17 years.
Deborah C. Shallcross (’74) was listed 
in the 2018 edition of The Best Lawyers 
in America for family law and 
arbitration. She is of counsel to 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Jeff R. Beeler (’75) became of counsel to Jennings Teague 
PC in Oklahoma City. His areas of practice include insurance 
negligence and products liability.
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Julia T. Brown (’75) was elected chair 
of the board of directors of the 
American Association of University 
Women. She has served in the U.S. 
Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps, 
as a vice president for Charles Schwab 
Bank and as the county manager for Doña Ana County in 
New Mexico. She was a 2016 Presidential Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner.
Gregory L. Mahaffey (’75) received the Eugene Kuntz 
Award at the Oklahoma Oil and Gas Reception held in 
conjunction with the Eugene Kuntz Conference on Natural 
Resources Law and Policy. He is co-founder, shareholder and 
president of Mahaffey & Gore PC in Oklahoma City.
Cathy Stocker (’75) was reappointed to the Oklahoma 
Ethics Commission. She previously served for 28 years as the 
district attorney for District 4, which includes Garfield, Blaine, 
Canadian, Grant and Kingfisher counties, and as the chair of 
the Oklahoma District Attorneys Council and president of the 
Oklahoma District Attorneys Association.
Dwight W. Birdwell (’76) was inducted into the Oklahoma 
Military Hall of Fame, recognizing his service in Vietnam 
for which he was awarded two Silver Stars and two Purple 
Hearts. He practices law in Oklahoma City and previously 
served as a member of the Cherokee Nation Supreme Court 
from 1987-1999.
Eric R. King (‘76) was listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
2018 for energy law, litigation – regulatory enforcement 
and oil and gas law. He is a shareholder of GableGotwals in 
Oklahoma City.
C. Raymond Patton Jr. (’76) was included in the 2018 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America for corporate 
governance law, corporate law, securities litigation, securities/
capital markets law and securities regulation. He is partner of 
Conner & Winters in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Charles W. “Chuck” Chestnut (’77) was elected to serve as 
the 2018 president-elect of the Oklahoma Bar Association. 
He practices in Miami, Oklahoma, focusing on real estate, 
probate and estate planning.
 Bryan C. Dixon (’77) is the recipient of 
the 2017 Neil E. Bogan Professionalism 
Award, presented annually by the 
Oklahoma Bar Association. He served  
as district judge in Oklahoma County 
for more than 30 years before retiring 
in September.
Robert H. Henry (’77) will step down as president of 
Oklahoma City University after the 2017-2018 academic year. 
He previously served as a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 10th Circuit, Oklahoma attorney general, a member of 
the Oklahoma House of Representatives and dean of the OCU 
School of Law. He was inducted into the Oklahoma Higher 
Education Hall of Fame in October.
David Elrod (’78) joined Shackelford, Bowen, McKinley 
& Norton LLP, as a partner in the firm’s Dallas office. He 
represents clients in state and federal litigation involving 
energy, oil and gas, real estate, bankruptcy and complex 
commercial litigation. He previously founded and led Elrod 
PLLC in Dallas.
John W. Funk (’78) was included in the 2018 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in America for real estate law and banking 
and finance law. He is a partner of Conner & Winters LLP in 
Oklahoma City.
Brian T. Hermanson (’78) was elected to the Board of 
Governors of the Oklahoma Bar Association. He is the district 
attorney for Kay and Noble counties and has served in that 
position since 2011.
Cynda C. Ottaway (‘78) was listed in 
The Best Lawyers in America 2018 for 
closely held companies and family 
businesses law, non-profit/charities law, 
tax law, and trusts and estates. A 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City, she also was included in 2017 Oklahoma 
Super Lawyers and was recognized by Chambers & Partners 
as the only Oklahoma attorney ranked in Band 1 in the 
private wealth law practice area.
Jeanette C. Timmons (’78) was included in the 2018 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America for corporate governance law 
and banking and finance law. She is a partner of Conner & 
Winters LLP in Oklahoma City.
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Glen D. Johnson (’79) was recently elected chair-elect of 
the State Higher Education Executive Officers Executive 
Committee, and will serve as chair-elect during 2017-18 and 
as chair during 2018-19. He is chancellor of the Oklahoma 
State System of Higher Education.
Michael S. Laird (‘79) was named by The Best Lawyers in 
America as the 2018 “Lawyer of the Year” for gaming law 
in Oklahoma City and was recognized for multiple other 
categories. He also was selected for inclusion in the 2017 
Oklahoma Super Lawyers for real estate. He is a director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy.
Charlie Laster (’79) was appointed to 
the Oklahoma Ethics Commission. In 
addition to practicing law in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, since 1979, he served in the 
Oklahoma State Senate from 
2003 to 2012.
Graydon Dean Luthey Jr. (‘79) was included in The 
Best Lawyers in America 2018 for commercial litigation, 
corporate compliance, corporate governance, corporate law, 
gaming law and Native American law. He also was named 
to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Judy Hamilton Morse (‘79) was The Journal Record 2017 
Women of the Year. She also was named a 2018 “Local 
Litigation Star” by Benchmark Litigation, was among the “Top 
25 Women” and the “Top 10” named in Oklahoma Super 
Lawyers 2017 and was listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
2018 for multiple categories. She is a director of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
1980s
Leo J. Portman (‘80) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for energy law and corporate law. He is a 
shareholder of GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Jared D. Giddens (’81) was included in the 2018 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America for commercial litigation 
and bankruptcy litigation. He is a partner and chief financial 
officer at Conner & Winters LLP in Oklahoma City.
Linda S. Lepak (’81) was elected to serve on the Oklahoma 
Judicial Nominating Commission. She is managing attorney 
for the statewide application line of Legal Aid Services, based 
in the Tulsa, Oklahoma, office.
Karen S. Rieger (‘81) was listed among the “Top 25 
Women” in Oklahoma Super Lawyers 2017. She also was 
included in The Best Lawyers in America 2018 for corporate 
compliance law, corporate governance law, corporate law, 
health care law, mergers and acquisitions law, and non-
profit/charities law. She is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City.
Malcolm E. Rosser IV (‘81) was named in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for construction law, eminent domain and 
condemnation law, land use and zoning law, real estate law, 
and land use and zoning litigation. He also was included in 
Oklahoma Super Lawyers 2017. He is director of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Dean A. Couch (‘82) was included in the 2018 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America for water law. He is of counsel to 
GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Harvey D. Ellis Jr. (‘82) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for appellate practice and mass tort litigation/
class actions – defendants. He is a director of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in the firm’s Oklahoma City office.
David D. Hunt II (‘82) was named in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for banking and finance law and oil and gas 
law. He is a shareholder of GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
 J. Michael Nordin (’82) was named 
general counsel for the Oklahoma 
County Criminal Justice Advisory 
Council. He is a shareholder and leader 
of the business transactions and finance 
group at McAfee & Taft in 
Oklahoma City.
Douglas M. Rather (’82) was included in the 2018 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in America for tax law. He is of counsel to 
Conner & Winters LLP in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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Natalie Shirley (’82) was named the president and CEO of 
the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum. She is 
the first woman to hold this position. Prior to assuming this 
position, she concurrently served as the OSU-OKC president 
and the Secretary of Education and Workforce Development.
Mike Voorhees (’82) was elected chair of the political 
action committee of the South Oklahoma City Chamber of 
Commerce. He also was appointed to the Oklahoma City 
Riverfront Design Committee. He is a member of the south 
Oklahoma City firm of Voorhees Voorhees & Byers.
Tom Colbert (’83) was inducted into 
the Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 
November. Currently a justice on the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court, he made 
history as the first African-American to 
serve on both the Oklahoma Court of 
Civil Appeals and the Supreme Court, where he again made 
history in 2013 when he became the African-American to 
serve as chief justice.
P. Kay Floyd (’83) received the 2017 
Guardian Award from the Oklahoma 
Commission on the Status of Women. 
She also received the 2016 Elected 
Women of Excellence Award from the 
National Foundation for Women 
Legislators. She represents District 46 in the Oklahoma 
State Senate.
Richard D. Stevens (’83) was elected to serve as the 2018 
vice president of the Oklahoma Bar Association. He is in 
private practice in Norman, Oklahoma, and previously served 
as an assistant district attorney in Cleveland County.
L. Mark Walker (‘83) was included in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for clean tech law, energy law, energy 
regulatory law, environmental law, natural resources law, 
oil and gas law, water law, environmental litigation, mass 
tort litigation/class actions (defense). He also was listed in 
Oklahoma Super Lawyers 2017. He is a director of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Renée DeMoss (‘84) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for insurance law, commercial litigation and 
employee benefits (ERISA) law. She also was named to 2017 
Oklahoma Super Lawyers. She is of counsel to GableGotwals 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is the executive director of the 
Oklahoma Bar Foundation.
Robin F. Fields (’84) was included in the 2018 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America for commercial litigation. She is a 
partner in the Oklahoma City office of Conner & Winters LLP.
John Raley (’84) received the 2017 Clarence Darrow Award 
from the Harris County Democratic Lawyers Association 
for his pro bono seven-year battle to free a man wrongly 
convicted of murdering his wife. He is the senior partner of 
Raley & Bowick LLP in Houston.
R. Kevin Redwine (’84) was included in the 2018 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America for corporate compliance 
law, corporate law, mergers and acquisitions law, and oil 
and gas law. He is partner of Connor & Winters LLP in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Teresa Meinders Burkett (’85) was included in the 2018 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America for health care law. 
She is a partner of Conner & Winters LLP in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
David R. Cordell (’85) was listed in the 2018 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America for employment law – management, 
energy law and labor law – management. He is partner at 
Conner & Winters LLP in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Joel W. Harmon (‘85) was recognized in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for bankruptcy and creditor debtor rights/
insolvency and reorganization law, commercial litigation, 
commercial transactions/UCC law and mortgage banking 
foreclosure law. He is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City.
Kiran A. Phansalkar (’85) has been included in the 2018 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America for land use and 
zoning law, real estate law, bankruptcy litigation and real 
estate litigation. He is a partner in the Oklahoma City office of 
Conner & Winters LLP.
Donald K. Shandy (‘85) was named in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for energy regulatory law. He is director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
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G. Rainey Williams Jr. (’85) served as the 2017 Oklahoma 
City Beaux Arts Ball King. He is president of Marco 
Holding Corp. 
Jeffrey A. Glendening (‘86) joined Martin Jean & Jackson in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where his practice concentrates on personal 
injury law.
Kimberly J. Korando (’86) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for employment law and labor law – 
management. She is a partner of Smith Anderson in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.
Dennis C. Cameron (‘87) was included in the 2018 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America for energy law, oil and 
gas law, and the litigation categories of bet-the-company, 
commercial, environmental and product liability – defendants. 
He is of counsel to GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Brita Haugland Cantrell (’87) was elected as a shareholder 
of McAfee & Taft in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Her practice focuses on 
family law litigation and product liability defense.
Jeffrey A. Curran (‘87) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for insurance law. He also was named 
to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Jeffrey D. Hassell (‘87) was named “Lawyer of the 
Year” in corporate law for the Tulsa, Oklahoma, area by 
The Best Lawyers in America 2018. The publication also 
recognized him for banking and finance law, debtor rights/
insolvency and reorganization law, banking and finance 
litigation, bankruptcy, real estate, and trusts and estates. He 
also was named to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a 
shareholder of GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Victor E. Morgan (‘87) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for commercial litigation, banking and finance 
litigation, and real estate litigation. He is a director of Crowe 
& Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Rob F. Robertson (’87) was named to 2017 Oklahoma 
Super Lawyers for business litigation and energy and natural 
resources and environmental litigation. He is on the board 
of directors of GableGotwals, based in the firm’s Oklahoma 
City office.
Scott Meacham (‘88) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for banking and finance law, financial services 
regulation law and government relations practice. He is a 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
John D. Russell (‘88) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for commercial litigation. He also was named 
to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Timothy L. Watson (’88) was named regional director for 
the National Labor Relations Board in Fort Worth, Texas, 
and its resident offices in Houston and San Antonio. Since 
1988, he has worked for the NLRB in several capacities, 
most recently as regional attorney, a position he had held 
since 2006.
LeAnne Burnett (‘89) was named by The Best Lawyers 
in America as the 2018 “Lawyer of the Year” for water 
law in Oklahoma City and was recognized for energy law, 
environmental law and environmental litigation. She also 
was among the “Top 25 Women” and the “Top 50” named 
in Oklahoma Super Lawyers 2017. She is a shareholder and 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy.
Carl Franklin (’89) has retired from academia and the 
practice of law. He practiced law in Norman, Oklahoma, 
and after earning a Ph.D. in 2001, worked at universities in 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska and California, and authored 17 
books. His future plans include sailing and writing.
 William “Bill” W. O’Connor (’89) 
joined Hall Estill as a shareholder in the 
firm’s office in Tulsa, Oklahoma. His 
practice concentrates on litigation, 
including complex commercial issues, 
insurance law and intellectual 
property law.
1990s
Tammy D. Barrett (‘90) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for energy law. She is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
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Sharon Parker (’90) retired from Norman Regional Health 
System, where she has worked for more than 45 years, 
most recently serving as the administrative director of legal 
and regulatory services. She has served in both clinical and 
administrative roles since she began working there in 1971.
David C. Phillips (’90) retired as assistant Tulsa County public 
defender after more than 14 years of service. He previously 
held a similar position in Oklahoma County and was in 
private practice.
Timila S. Rother (‘90) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for insurance law, and was named a 2018 
“Local Litigation Star” by Benchmark Litigation. She is a 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City, and also 
serves as the firm’s president and CEO.
Bradley C. West (’90) was included in 
2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers for 
personal injury general (plaintiff). His 
practice focuses on medical 
malpractice, product liability, vehicle 
collisions and class actions.
Richard M. Carson (‘91) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for energy law and environmental law. He is of 
counsel to GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
LeAnn Drummond Ellis (‘91) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for trusts and estates. She is of counsel to 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Steve Lake (’91) joined GableGotwals as a shareholder 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. After starting his legal career at 
GableGotwals, he worked for nine years in the energy 
industry before returning to the firm, focusing his practice on 
mergers and acquisitions, corporate and securities law, and 
corporate finance.
R. Richard Love III (’91) was included in the 2018 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in America for commercial litigation. He is a 
partner of Conner & Winters in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Malinda S. Matlock (’91) was elected to the board of 
directors of USLAW NETWORK Inc. She is a partner at 
Pierce Couch Hendrickson Baysinger & Green in Oklahoma 
City, where her practice includes general civil litigation and 
professional liability matters. Prior to her election to the 
USLAW board, she served as chair of the organization’s 
professional liability practice group.
Todd A. Nelson (‘92) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for copyright law and patent law. He also was 
named to 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a shareholder 
of GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
We Remember
Robert D. Allen (’55)
Rufus Y. Bandy (’48)
Stanley Lloyd Cunningham (’63) 
Stephen Paul Dixon (’79)
Edward John Eagleton (’56)
James Elder (’72)
James Meegan Erikson (’97)
Michael D. Evans ('73) 
Richard W. Gable (’63)
James Wiley George (’57)
Nita R. Giles (’74)
Robert Bruce Green (’57)
John D. Hastie (’64)
Kelly Anthony Hays (’77)
Thomas Patrick Hester (’63)
John William Hron IV (’73)
Jack G. Kennedy (’48)
David Woodson Kirk (’85)
Gretchen Lyn Loard (’93)
William E. Maddux (’51)
Robert Terry McLain (’57)
Howard D. McCloud (‘50)
Daniel C. McClung (’66)
Vincent M. Nathan (’61)
Robert R. Nigh Jr. (’86)
Derek Shane Parks (’99)
Preston L. Pulliam (’72)
William D. Reneau (’56)
Neal E. Stauffer (’89)
Gerald W. Thomas (’53)
Jerry A. Warren (’68)
Allan C. Wilcox (’76)
Mary Frances Williams (’82)
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Scott Palk (’92) was confirmed to serve as a judge of the U.S. 
District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma. Since 
2011, he had been assistant dean of students at OU Law. He 
previously served as a prosecutor for nearly 20 years, first at 
the state level and later, in the federal system.
Jill C. Weedon (’92) received the 2017 
Award of Judicial Excellence at the 
annual meeting of the Oklahoma Bar 
Association. She serves as the associate 
district judge in Custer County.
Phillip Free Jr. (’93) was named a 
“Trademark Star” in Managing 
Intellectual Property IP STARS 2017. He 
is a shareholder of Hall Estill in 
Oklahoma City.
Barry Hafar (’93) received the Judge of the Year Award from 
the Oklahoma Bar Association Family Law Section. He serves 
as a special judge in Oklahoma County.
D. Michael McBride III (‘93) was included in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2018 for gaming law and Native 
American law, and was recognized by Benchmark Litigation 
as a 2018 “Local Litigation Star.” He also was elected as 
first vice president of International Masters of Gaming Law, 
a nonprofit organization focused on scholarship, ethics and 
professionalism in the gaming industry. He is a director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
F. William Cullins (‘94) was reappointed to a two-year term 
as chief judge of the 14th Judicial District of Kansas. He has 
served as district judge in that district since 2006 and chief 
judge since 2015.
 Jon K. Parsley (’94) received the 
Oklahoma Bar Association 2017 Joe 
Stamper Distinguished Service Award 
for volunteer service to further the 
goals of the OBA. He serves as the 
district judge of Cimarron, Texas, Beaver 
and Harper counties.
Michael A. Brooks (’95) was elected to the Oklahoma 
Senate to represent District 44. He is president and managing 
attorney of Michael Brooks-Jimenez PC in Oklahoma City, 
which specializes in immigration law, criminal defense, 
workers’ compensation and personal injury law.
David W. Hummel Jr. (’95) was named as the 2017 “Judge 
of the Year” by the West Virginia Association for Justice. He 
has served as a judge for West Virginia’s 2nd Judicial Circuit 
Court since 2009.
Rachel C. Mathis (’95) serves as a director-at-large of 
the Tulsa County Bar Association. She practices in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, with the firm of Aston Mathis Jacobson Campbell 
Tiger PLLC.
Eric S. Fisher (‘96) was named by The Best Lawyers in 
America as the 2018 “Lawyer of the Year” for health care 
law in Oklahoma City and was recognized for business 
organizations and closely held companies/family businesses 
law. He is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy.
J. Ryan Sacra (’96) was included in the 2018 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America for corporate law and securities/
capital markets law. He is a partner in Conner & Winters LLP 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Charles B. Goodwin (’97) was nominated to a judicial 
position on the U.S. District Court for the Western District 
Court of Oklahoma. He has served as a magistrate judge in 
that court and also has been a partner and litigator with a 
large Oklahoma law firm.
Angela Wright Marsee (’97) was appointed to the 
Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth. She has been 
a prosecutor for 20 years and since 2015, has served as the 
district attorney for Beckham, Custer, Ellis, Roger Mills and 
Washita counties.
Eric S. Smith (’98) was included in the 2018 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America for employee benefits (ERISA) law. 
He is a partner of Connor & Winters in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Jason S. Taylor (’98) was included in the 2018 edition of 
The Best Lawyers in America for commercial litigation. He is a 
partner of Connor & Winters LLP in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
John M. Thompson (‘98) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for banking and finance law, bankruptcy and 
creditor debtor rights/insolvency and reorganization law, 
commercial finance law, mortgage banking foreclosure law 
and litigation in the areas of bet-the-company, commercial, 
construction, banking and finance, and real estate. He is a 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
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Sanford C. Coats (’99) was recognized by The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for commercial litigation. He is a director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Kayci B. Hughes (‘99) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for bankruptcy litigation. She is a director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
J. T. Petherick (’99) was named divisional vice president 
for government relations and public affairs for Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Oklahoma. He previously served as the 
organization’s director of legislative and tribal relations.
Amy M. Stipe (‘99) was listed in The Best Lawyers in America 
2018 for commercial litigation and oil and gas law. She is a 
shareholder of GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
2000s
Adam W. Childers (‘00) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for employment law – management, labor law 
– management and labor and employment litigation. He is a 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Steven D. Goodspeed (’00) became a shareholder at 
Anthony & Middlebrook PC in Grapevine, Texas. His practice 
focuses on transactional law.
John D. Hadden (’00) was appointed clerk of the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court. He previously served as an assistant 
attorney general.
Sandra Benischek Harrison (’00) was named director 
of regulatory and legal affairs at the Oklahoma Hospital 
Association in Oklahoma City. Prior to joining OHA in 2013, 
she worked at the Oklahoma Department of Human Services, 
serving as legislative relations and policy coordinator, chief 
administrative officer and interim chief operating officer.
Brian K. Morton (’00) was elected to serve on the Oklahoma 
Bar Association Board of Governors as a member-at-large. He 
practices with the Hunsucker Legal Group in Oklahoma City. 
He previously served as assistant general counsel with the 
Oklahoma Department of Public Safety and as an assistant 
district attorney in Sallisaw, Oklahoma.
Kelly Priegnitz (’00) became chief compliance officer for 
Healogics, a national network of advanced wound care 
services based in Jacksonville, Florida. She previously served as 
senior vice president and chief compliance officer for Kindred 
Healthcare.
Julie D. Stanley (‘00) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for trusts and estates. She is of counsel to 
Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
David M. Sullivan (‘00) was named in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2018 for copyright law, information technology law, 
patent law, technology law, trade secrets law, trademark law, 
intellectual property litigation and patent litigation. He is a 
director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Christopher B. Woods (‘00) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for banking/finance and real estate litigation. 
He is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Jenna Rader Johnson (‘01) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for copyright law, information technology 
law, trademark law, trade secrets law, intellectual property 
litigation and patent litigation. She is a director of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Jodi Jayne (’02) was selected to serve as a magistrate in the 
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma. She 
has previously served as a law clerk in the Northern District.
Lee Peoples (’02) was appointed interim dean of Oklahoma 
City University School of Law, where he has served in multiple 
capacities since 2002. His research and scholarship is focused 
on comparative law and on the impact of technology on legal 
research, the judiciary and the law.
Kimber Shoop (‘02) joined Crooks Stanford & Shoop PLLC as 
a partner in the Edmond, Oklahoma, law firm. He previously 
worked as senior counsel and managing director for legal at 
Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company.
 Michael D. Tupper (’02) was 
appointed district judge for Oklahoma 
District 21, which includes Cleveland, 
Garvin and McClain counties. He 
previously served as a special judge and 
as an assistant district attorney in 
Cleveland County.
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Julianna Deligans (’03) was named a “Trademark Star” 
in Managing Intellectual Property IP STARS 2017. She is a 
shareholder of Hall Estill in Oklahoma City.
Rodney K. Hunsinger (’03) co-founded HB Law Partners 
PLLC in Norman, Oklahoma. He maintains a wide-ranging 
litigation practice in state, federal and appellate courts.
R. Trent Shores (’03) was confirmed as the U.S. attorney 
for the Northern District of Oklahoma. He previously served 
as assistant U.S. attorney in the office in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
He also was appointed to the Attorney General’s Advisory 
Committee of U.S. Attorneys.
Jeremy Fitzpatrick (’04) was named a director of the 
Oklahoma Energy Resources Board. He is vice president 
of land, legal and business development for Oklahoma 
City-based Valorem Energy.
Nicholas V. Merkley (‘04) was named to 2017 Oklahoma 
Super Lawyers for business litigation, energy and natural 
resources, and personal injury – general. He is a shareholder 
of GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
 Maxey Reilly (‘04) was appointed as 
associate district judge for Okfuskee 
County. She previously practiced with 
the Stinnett Law firm in Okemah, 
Oklahoma, and served as an assistant 
district attorney for Creek and 
Okfuskee counties.
Jane Teixeira (’05) was promoted to senior associate 
commissioner of the PacWest Conference in Irvine, California. 
She has worked there since 2011, previously serving as an 
assistant commissioner and associate commissioner.
Brandon L. Bloom (’06) rejoined Thompson & Knight LLP in 
the firm’s Dallas office as a partner in the tax practice group. 
He previously practiced at the firm for more than seven years 
before becoming managing tax counsel at Vistra Energy 
Corporation for two years.
E. Talitha Ebrite (’06) was named a “Rising Star” for 
energy and natural resources, employment litigation and 
environmental law in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. She is a 
shareholder in GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Drew T. Palmer (‘06) was named by The Best Lawyers in 
America as the 2018 “Lawyer of the Year” for intellectual 
property litigation in Oklahoma City and was recognized for 
copyright law, information technology law, patent litigation 
and trade secrets law. He also was named a 2018 “Oklahoma 
Future Star” by Benchmark Litigation. He is a director of 
Crowe & Dunlevy.
Ellen A. Adams (‘07) was named a “Rising Star” for civil 
litigation, employment litigation, and energy and natural 
resources in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. She is a 
shareholder in GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Scott Biggs (’07) was named Oklahoma state director of 
USDA Farm Services Agency. He previously served for five 
years in the Oklahoma House of Representatives representing 
Grady, Stephens and McClain counties.
Eric J. Cook (’07) was promoted to vice president and trust 
officer at Vision Bank in Ada, Oklahoma. Prior to joining the 
bank in 2016, he was an attorney for Thomson Reuters Inc. in 
Carrollton, Texas.
Stephen Dacus (’07) became general counsel of Ecoark 
Holdings Inc., based in Rogers, Arkansas. Prior to joining 
the holding company, he was a partner in Kutak Rock LLP in 
Fayetteville.
Matthew B. Hickey (‘07) was named in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for closely held companies and family 
businesses law, non-profit/charities law and tax law. He also 
was named a “Rising Star” in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. 
He is a director of Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma City.
Thomas J. Hutchison (‘07) was listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America 2018 for real estate law. He also was named 
a “Rising Star” for business/corporate, banking, mergers 
and acquisitions, and securities and corporate finance in 
2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is a shareholder of 
GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Elizabeth Burris Garner (’08) earned a doctorate in clinical 
psychology from the University of Houston in August. She 
currently lives in Los Angeles, where she is completing a post-
doctoral residency with an emphasis on forensic psychology.
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August 2017 | Houston
October 2017 | Oklahoma City
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The OU Law Young Alumni group joined other volunteers at the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City one evening in October.  
In two hours, the volunteers loaded nine pallets and filled 2,562 backpacks with 8,458 pounds of food, which represents 7,045 meals.
November 2017 I Washington, D.C. November 2017 I Oklahoma City 
 } Young alumni volunteer at Food Bank
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Geoffrey D. Long (’08) serves as the risk management 
and legal affairs contact for members of the Oklahoma 
Association of Realtors. He practices law with GDL Legal 
PLLC, and is a realtor and broker with Long Family Real Estate, 
both located in Oklahoma City.
Evan G.E. Vincent (’08) was recognized by Benchmark 
Litigation as a 2018 “Oklahoma Future Star.” He also was 
named a “Rising Star” in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He 
is a director in the Oklahoma City office of Crowe & Dunlevy, 
where his practice focuses on complex litigation at both the 
trial and appellate levels.
Gregory P. Chansolme (’09) is co-founder and managing 
director of Chansolme Harroz Schnebel in downtown 
Oklahoma City. His practice focuses on real estate, business 
organization, commercial litigation and estate planning.
Andrew R. Harroz (’09) joined with two OU Law classmates 
to form the new Oklahoma City firm Chansolme Harroz 
Schnebel. He is a managing director of the firm with a 
transactional practice, which includes a focus on working 
with entrepreneurs and small businesses.
Chase H. Schnebel (’09) co-founded Chansolme Harroz 
Schnebel in Oklahoma City. As a managing director, he uses 
his accounting background to lead the firm’s tax, wealth 
planning and estate administration practice areas.
2010s
Michael W. Cromwell (’10) became an associate of Capes 
Sokol in St. Louis. He is a member of the firm’s litigation 
practice group working on civil litigation matters, including 
toxic tort and environmental matters, corporate governance 
disputes and personal injury cases.
Christopher M. Staine (‘10) was listed 
in The Best Lawyers in America 2018 
for bankruptcy litigation and 
bankruptcy and creditor debtor rights/
insolvency and reorganization law. He 
also was named a “Rising Star” in 2017 
Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is an associate of Crowe & 
Dunlevy in Oklahoma City and Dallas.
John M. “Jake” Krattiger (‘11) was named a “Rising Star” 
for business litigation and energy and natural resources 
in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. He is an associate of 
GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Paula Williams (‘11) was named a “Rising Star” for 
employment litigation, business litigation, general litigation 
and environmental appellate litigation in 2017 Oklahoma 
Super Lawyers. She is an associate of GableGotwals in 
Oklahoma City.
Elizabeth Cooper (‘12) was named a “Rising Star” for 
bankruptcy, business litigation, and securities and corporate 
finance in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. She is an associate 
of GableGotwals in Oklahoma City.
Jason Kennedy (’12) opened a new Oklahoma City location 
of the restaurant syrup., first opened in Norman in 2012. 
Proceeds from the restaurant are used for projects in South 
Africa, where he served an internship with the South African 
Human Rights Commission.
John A. Krahl (’12) joined the firm of Mulinix Goerke & 
Meyer PLLC in Oklahoma City. His practice includes civil and 
criminal law.
Barbara M. Moschovidis (‘12) was named a “Rising Star” 
for civil litigation in 2017 Oklahoma Super Lawyers. She is an 
associate of GableGotwals in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Andrew J. Morris (’13) was honored 
by the Central Oklahoma Association of 
Legal Assistants as “2017 Attorney of 
the Year.” He is an associate of McAfee 
& Taft in Oklahoma City, where his 
practice focuses on general civil 
litigation, including complex commercial litigation and 
appeals at the state and federal levels.
Richard D. Dusenbury (’15) joined 
Munck Wilson Mandala LLP as an 
associate in Dallas, focusing on 
corporate law matters, including private 
equity, corporate governance, real 
estate and venture capital law. He 
previously maintained a corporate practice with another 
Dallas firm.
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Elizabeth Isaacs (’15) became an associate at McAfee & Taft 
in Oklahoma City. She focuses on civil litigation, including 
insurance and ERISA litigation. She previously worked as a 
judicial clerk in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 
of Oklahoma.
Nick Coffey (’16) joined McAfee & Taft as an associate in 
Oklahoma City. He focuses his civil litigation practice primarily 
on business litigation, with specific emphasis on matters 
affecting the energy industry. He formerly worked as a 
judicial clerk in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 
of Oklahoma.
Kevin A. Easley (’16) became an associate at Higgins Law 
Office in Claremore, Oklahoma. His practice focuses on 
criminal law and family matters.
Samuel J. Merchant (’16) was 
appointed to serve on the five-member 
Oklahoma City Board of Adjustment. 
He is an associate of McAfee & Taft in 
Oklahoma City, where his practice 
focuses on business and commercial 
litigation. He also serves as a certified peacemaker for the 
Chickasaw Nation.
Micah L. Adkison (’17) joined Crowe & Dunlevy in 
Oklahoma City as an associate. He is a member of the energy, 
environmental and natural resources practice group.
Simon W. Bright (’17) joined McAfee 
& Taft as an associate in the firm’s 
Oklahoma City office. His areas of 
practice include business transactions/
finance, energy/oil and gas, real estate 
and securities.
Leslie D. Gile (’17) became an 
associate of Hall Estill in Oklahoma City. 
She concentrates her practice on 
family law.
 John C. Gotwals (’17) joined James R. 
Gotwals and Associates Inc. in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, as an associate. His practice 
focuses on providing business law and 
civil litigation services to closely held 
businesses and their owners in both 
federal and state courts.
 Jacqueline E. Hensley (’17) joined the 
Floyd Law Firm PC in Norman, 
Oklahoma, as an associate attorney. 
She previously served a two-year 
internship with the firm, which 
specializes in municipal bonds, public 
finance law and business law.
Mark E. Hornbeek (’17) joined Phillips Murrah as an 
associate in Oklahoma City. He is a member of the litigation 
practice group.
Kayla M. Kuri (’17) became an 
associate of Hall Estill in the firm’s office 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Her practice focus 
is on corporate law with an emphasis 
on tax and real estate law.
Emma Land (’17) became an associate 
at McAfee & Taft in Oklahoma City. Her 
transactional practice is focused on 
representing clients in the buying, 
selling, leasing, registration, ownership 
and operation of aircraft.
Lyman G. Lenker IV (’17) joined Miller & Johnson as an 
associate attorney in Oklahoma City. He previously worked 
at the firm as a law clerk during his final two years of 
law school. 
Ashley E. Quinn (’17) joined GableGotwals as an associate in 
the firm’s Oklahoma City office. Her practice concentrates on 
state and federal litigation.
Hayley Scott (’17) joined Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma 
City as an associate. She is a member of the administrative/ 
regulatory, bankruptcy/creditor’s rights, and litigation/trial 
practice groups.
Evan Way (’17) became an associate of Crowe & Dunlevy 
in Oklahoma City. He is a member of the administrative/
regulatory and litigation/trial practice groups.
Ryan K. Wilson (’17) joined Crowe & Dunlevy in Oklahoma 
City as an associate. He is a member of the administrative/ 
regulatory, Indian law/gaming and litigation/trial 
practice groups.
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Alyssa Bickford (’17) joined OU Law’s 
admissions team as the Texas recruiter. She 
participates in law school and graduate 
school fairs in Texas, meets with applicants 
and prospective students, and reaches out 
to undergraduate student organizations to 
promote OU Law and recruit students.
Melissa Caperton began as director of 
communications in July 2017. She manages 
media relations, web communications, 
publication development, social media and 
brand execution. She previously worked at 
the Oklahoma Bar Association and at OU, 
with the College of Liberal Studies and the 
Office of Public Affairs.
Joe Dancy joined the OU College of Law 
staff as the executive director of the Oil & 
Gas, Natural Resources, and Energy Center 
(ONE Center).
Autumn Hobbs assumed a new role as 
coordinator of the Career Development 
Office. Based in the Student Services 
Office, she also serves as assistant to the 
associate dean for academics and as the 
meeting/event manager.
Hayden Pelley joined the IT Department 
in August. He focuses on classroom and 
audio visual support, but also provides 
help desk support to faculty, staff and  
students. He also coordinates the IT 
student employees. Pelley joined us from 
the Price College of Business IT 
Department. 
 Sunny Rowland (’03) began in fall 2017 as 
director of academic and bar support and is 
responsible for teaching bar exam 
preparation. She previously was in private 
practice in Oklahoma City. In 2006, she 
began developing and teaching courses for 
the OU College of Liberal Studies/College of 
Professional and Continuing Studies and OU 
Law’s Legal Assistant Education Program.
 } New faces and titles
30 SOONER L AW YER 
| OU LAW Updates |
Staff changes
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2017/iss2/1
 Leslee Roybal, who joined the College of 
Law in 2015, has been named clinical legal 
education assistant. Previously, she worked 
in the faculty support office and 
coordinated the Legal Assistant 
Education Program. 
 Brent Dishman (’05) joined the College of 
Law in November as assistant dean of 
students and director of student services. 
He has served in the U.S. Air Force, 
including both as a JAG prosecutor and 
defense attorney. When he completed his 
active duty, he founded the military 
defense firm Dishman Military Advocates, 
where he represented service members 
nationwide.
Kenton Brice (’09) was promoted to 
director of technology innovation. In this 
role, he will focus more of his time on the 
Digital Initiative, including overseeing the 
new OU Law Center for Technology and 
Innovation in Practice, which formally 
brings together and expands the elements 
of the Digital Initiative.
Lori Ketner retired as the clinical legal 
education assistant in December. During 
her 33 years of service to the College 
of Law, she has worked in several 
departments, ranging from the copy/
mail room, to the Admissions Office, the 
Prisoners’ Rights Clinic and ultimately, 
the OU Legal Clinic. Whatever the job, 
she always loved working with students. 
Ketner looks forward to spending more 
time with her seven grandchildren and 
finally completing numerous projects 
around her house.
Amy Pepper, assistant professor of clinical education, 3L Brayden Jennings and Lori Ketner pose with the 
barn Jennings made to commemorate Ketner's years at OU Law. The inscription reads: "Thank you for 
helping us soar."
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 } Orientation, academic convocation welcome Class of 2020
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 } Cookout kicks off semester
All students were welcomed to the 2017 fall semester with a cookout on the 
William J. Ross Courtyard.
 } Kansas federal judge visits OU Law
Judge J. Thomas Marten of the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Kansas (center) joined Dean Joe Harroz and Professor Liesa Richter 
October 2 in the Kerr Student Lounge for a fireside chat on the topic 
of civility.
 } Students provide pro bono service to soldiers
OU Law students participated in the Oklahoma Bar Association 
program Oklahoma Lawyers for America’s Heroes, assisting 
Oklahoma National Guard men and women who had recently 
returned from the Ukraine. Working with Stan Evans, assistant 
dean, the students assisted the soldiers with legal issues that 
had arisen during their deployment overseas.
During the August event, Dan Sloat, Katie Wilmes, Jarod Harsha 
and Stephan Owings spent a Saturday advising soldiers and 
taking data for follow-up by Oklahoma volunteer lawyers. 
The students’ service will count toward their commitment 
for pro bono service hours. The OBA program provides many 
opportunities for law students to assist soldiers, veterans and 
their families.
OU Law students Jarod Harsha and Dan Sloat are pictured with Pfc. Barrick at the 
Oklahoma Lawyers for America’s Heroes August event.
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 } OU Law FBA and Federalist Society sponsor ‘Women in the Judiciary’ panel
Three judges shared with students their 
experiences as women in the judiciary 
and provided advice on judicial careers. 
Organized by the OU Law Student 
Divisions of the Federal Bar Association 
and the Federalist Society, the 
October 5 event was held in the Dick Bell 
Courtroom and was open to the public.
The “Women in the Judiciary” panel 
discussion featured Judge Diane S. Sykes, 
7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals; Chief 
Judge Janice Loyd, U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Western District of Oklahoma; 
and Judge Cindy Truong, Oklahoma 
County District Court.
Judges Cindy Truong, Janice Loyd and Diane Sykes share a laugh during the Women in the Judiciary panel 
presentation.
As part of the commemoration of Indigenous Peoples Day on October 9, the OU College of Law hosted a reception on the north patio of Coats Hall. Special guests 
were the Apache Club Crown Dancers from the Riverside Indian School, located north of Anadarko, Oklahoma. The school is the largest and oldest off-reservation 
boarding school of the Bureau of Indian Education.
 } Reception marks Indigenous Peoples Day
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 } 2017 Henry Lecture Series features Ross E. Davies
Noted legal history scholar Ross E. 
Davies presented “Five Little Lessons in 
Lawyering from Thurgood Marshall” as 
the keynote speaker of the 2017 Henry 
Lecture Series in October.
“The Henry Lecture Series is our premier 
annual speaker event, bringing the 
brightest legal scholars and talent in 
the nation to OU Law,” said Dean Joe 
Harroz. “It is an honor to continue 
this tradition that creates such unique 
learning opportunities for our students, 
this year featuring the witty and brilliant 
Ross Davies.”
A professor of law at the Antonin Scalia 
Law School at George Mason University, 
Davies teaches administrative law, 
contracts, employment discrimination, 
legal history, legal profession and torts. 
He joined the faculty in 2002 after 
clerking for a judge of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 7th Circuit and practicing 
law at the Washington, D.C., firms of 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP and Shea & 
Gardner (now Goodwin Procter).
Davies also serves as the editor of 
The Green Bag and The Journal of Law, 
among others. He also is the creator 
of The Green Bag’s signature line of 
Supreme Court bobble heads, which 
have become well-known for their 
light-hearted representations of the 
personalities and passions of the justices 
of the Supreme Court.
Davies earned a juris doctor degree from 
the University of Chicago Law School and 
a bachelor’s degree from Washington 
University in St. Louis.
Ross Davies poses next to a display case of Supreme Court bobble heads following his keynote address for the 
2017 Henry Lecture Series.
Audience members each received a Thurgood Marshall bobble head.
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 } Students participate in annual Calvert Competition
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During the 2017 Calvert Moot Court Competition, 36 student-
competitors argued a case currently pending before the U.S. 
Supreme Court – Masterpiece Cakeshop Ltd. v. Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission. The case involves a Colorado baker who 
refused, based on his religious beliefs, to bake a wedding cake 
for a same-sex couple.
The competitors researched the case and presented oral 
arguments before tournament judges in preliminary, elimination, 
quarter-final and final rounds. Sponsored by the OU Law Board 
of Advocates and the Floyd and Irma Calvert Fund for Law and 
Liberty, the competition process concluded with the final round 
on October 19 in the Dick Bell Courtroom.
Connor Bourland and Kellie Laughlin (3Ls) won first place and 2Ls Taylor Ledford and Joya Rutland were named runners-up. Eleanor 
Burg (3L) was selected as best individual speaker.
Judges for the final round were Jerome Holmes, 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals; Bernard Jones, U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Oklahoma; Patrick Wyrick (’07), Oklahoma Supreme Court; Brian Goree, Oklahoma Court of Civil Appeals; Leah 
Edwards (’02), Garvin and McClain counties; Michelle Kirby-Roper, Beckham County; Jeff Virgin (’08), Cleveland County; Zachary 
West (’11), Office of the Attorney General of Oklahoma; and Rick Tepker, OU College of Law.
Student competitors stand as the judges enter the courtroom for the final round 
of the competition.
Finalists join judges for a photo after the competition.
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 } Palk confirmed to serve on federal bench
Assistant Dean Scott Palk’s nomination to serve as a district judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of Oklahoma was confirmed by the U.S. Senate 
October 26.
“Everyone at the OU College of Law is very proud of our friend and colleague, Scott 
Palk,” said Dean Joe Harroz. “He is a person of remarkable character and judgment, 
and I am confident he will serve as a fair and honorable judge for the Western District 
of Oklahoma.”
Palk was first nominated in 2015 by then-President Obama; however, his confirmation 
did not receive a full vote on the Senate floor. Palk was again nominated in May to the 
position by President Trump.
Palk joined the OU College of Law as assistant dean of students in 2011 after serving 
nearly 20 years as a prosecutor. He was assistant district attorney for Cleveland County, 
where he prosecuted a variety of crimes and death penalty cases and coordinated 
the Multi-County Drug Task Force. He later served as an assistant U.S. attorney, 
prosecuting violent crimes, gangs and domestic terrorism.
 } Burg recognized as outstanding 3L
Eleanor Burg, named OU Law’s outstanding senior law student, currently serves as 
the managing editor of the Oklahoma Law Review and as the director of the 1L Moot 
Court Competition. She has participated in advocacy competitions since her first year in 
law school.
Burg also is a member of the Business Law Society and the Organization for the 
Advancement of Women in Law. During her second year, she served as the lead 
mentor to first-year students, working directly with students in the Class of 2019.  
Burg received the J. Marshall Huser Scholarship and the John B. and Elizabeth B. 
Cheadle Scholarship for outstanding service to the law school.
Burg has interned with the OU Office of Technology Development, the OU Office of 
Legal Counsel, McAfee & Taft and Phillips Murrah. After graduation, she will start her 
legal career as an associate at McAfee & Taft in Oklahoma City.
Eleanor Burg receives the Outstanding Senior Law 
Student Award, presented by Lane Neal (’08), during 
the OU Law Alumni Luncheon at the Oklahoma Bar 
Association Annual Meeting.
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 } M.L.S. students share on-campus experience
Students enrolled in the Master of Legal Studies in Oil, Gas and 
Energy Law program participated in multiple events November 
12-17 for an on-campus experience. The M.L.S. in Oil, Gas and 
Energy Law is offered primarily online to increase its flexibility 
and accessibility for working adults, so for some attendees, the 
event marked their first visit to the OU campus.
M.L.S. students were welcomed to the College of Law 
November 12 with a tour of the building, a reception in the 
Sneed Lounge and dinner in the Chapman Reading Room. 
The following day, after a full day of classes, the group toured 
the University of Oklahoma campus and surrounding area.
Other after-class trips for the next three days included visits to 
the OU Oklahoma Geological Survey Core and Well Cutting 
Research Facility, the Mewbourne Exxon Practice Lab and Devon 
Tower in Oklahoma City. On the final day, students attended the 
Eugene Kuntz Conference on Natural Resources Law and Policy 
at the Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma City and capped off 
their week with a closing dinner at Cattlemen’s Steakhouse.
The M.L.S. students gather in front of Boyd House before beginning their tour of the main campus.
Professor Darin Fox, associate dean and director of the law library, shows the 
M.L.S. students the Inasmuch Foundation Collaborative Learning Center.
Dean Joe Harroz welcomes students at a dinner in 
the Chapman Reading Room.
The M.L.S. group continues the on-campus experience at the OU Oklahoma 
Geological Survey Core and Well Cutting Research Facility.
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Rebecca Hamrin, associate director of the Office of Career Development, was 
appointed by the chief justice of the Oklahoma Supreme Court to serve on the 
Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission.
Hamrin joined OU Law as an associate director of the Office of Career Development in 
2016. In this role, she also leads the pro bono programs and public service initiatives at 
the College of Law.
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin Law School, Hamrin practiced 
commercial real estate law in Milwaukee for seven years. In addition to her legal 
practice, she was a member of the firm’s recruiting committee and conducted 
numerous on-campus and call-back interviews.
Hamrin also was a member of the board of directors of the Betty Brinn Children’s 
Museum in Milwaukee and the Ice Age Trail Alliance Inc. in Cross Plains, Wisconsin. 
In both of these roles, she completed many hours of pro bono service advising each 
organization on legal matters.
 } Hamrin appointed to Access to Justice Commission
 } Securities industry is topic for NALSA, OUtlaw event
OU Law alumnus Vince Logan (’84), senior adviser for Permanens Capital’s Tribal 
Wealth Practice, returned to his alma mater in September to speak to students on “The 
Securities Industry: Regulatory, Compliance and Enforcement.” The event was hosted 
by OU Law’s Native American Law Student Association and OUtlaw.
Logan talked to students about his professional background, particularly his experience 
in the securities industry. Earlier in his career, Logan worked in New York specializing 
in both asset-based financing and asset management. As a lawyer, he practiced in 
aircraft, shipping and equipment finance at Schulte, Roth & Zabel. As an investment 
adviser, he focused on institutional asset management at the Merrill Lynch Private Bank 
and his own firm, The Nations Group LLC.
Logan also spoke on his recently finished public service as special trustee for American 
Indians at the U.S. Department of the Interior, and discussed leadership practices 
with students.
Vince Logan speaks to OU Law students about 
the securities industry and his varied professional 
experiences.
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 } Competition traveling teams triumph
Both National Moot Court Competition teams excelled at the 
regional competition held in Lincoln, Nebraska, in November, 
advancing to the final four. The team of Katie Leach, Micah 
Mahdi and Collen Steffen competed in that round against 
the other OU Law team of Bryan Lynch, Josh Fanelli and Alex 
Sokolosky.
Director of Competitions Connie Smothermon reported the 
Lynch-Fanellli-Sokolosky team went on to win first place, best 
brief and best speaker  (Lynch). The team will travel to the 
national finals in New York City in January. Assistant Dean Gail 
Mullins coached both teams.
Other successful traveling competition teams include the ABA 
Employment Law Trial team [Doreen Appiah, Taylor Brown, 
Jacy Chafin and Alex Sullivan with alumni coach Emily Mueller 
(’11)] which advanced to the final four round in Dallas; the ABA 
Arbitration team [Greg Friedman, Blaine Timonera, Abbe Adams 
and Dakota Parish with coach Rebekah Taylor (’07)] which 
advanced to the final four round at the University of Mississippi; 
and the ABA Negotiation team [Dillon Turner and Molly 
Clinkscales with coach Connie Smothermon] which placed sixth 
at the regional competition in Salt Lake City.
Alex Sokolosky, Bryan Lynch and Josh Fanelli show 
off the awards they brought home from the regional 
rounds of the National Moot Court Competition.
The Chicago Bar Association Moot Court Team of Joshua Conaway, Hayley Parker, Benjamin Warden and 
Hannah Holmes strike a pose in a courtroom of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.
The ABA Employment Law Trial team of Doreen Appiah, Taylor Brown, Jacy 
Chafin and Alex Sullivan pose for a photo.
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Faculty additions
 } New faces and titles
Zach Schmook joined the faculty as 
assistant professor in the Legal Research 
and Writing Program. He previously 
served as deputy director and managing 
attorney for the Metropolitan St. Louis 
Equal Housing Opportunity. He also 
worked at Washington University School 
of Law as an adjunct professor teaching 
mediation and legal writing and as clinical supervisor for the 
Civil Rights, Community Justice and Mediation Clinic.
Rebekah C. Taylor (’07) began at OU 
Law as assistant professor of clinical legal 
education. She teaches and supervises 
interns in the criminal defense division 
of the OU Law egal Clinic. Her prior 
legal experience includes maintaining a 
private practice involving civil and criminal 
matters, and serving as an assistant 
district attorney in Cleveland County.
Evelyn Aswad received the World Experiences Foundation’s 
2017 Global Citizen in Law and Politics Award in September.  
The foundation annually celebrates individuals, organizations 
and businesses that have made significant contributions as 
global citizens.
Aswad joined the OU Law faculty in 2013 after serving 
for 14 years as an attorney in the legal bureau at the U.S. 
Department of State, most recently as the head of the Office 
of Human Rights and Refugees. She has developed an 
innovative international curriculum that combines international 
law and practice, current events and a focus on vulnerable 
communities abroad.
Aswad has helped students obtain internships in the U.S. 
State Department, the United Nations and with international 
human rights groups. She founded and directs the Center for 
International Business and Human Rights, which is the first 
center of its kind at a U.S. law school.
Aswad also provides advice on human rights matters to the 
U.S. Department of State through her service on its Advisory 
Committee on International Law as well as its Stakeholder 
Advisory Board on matters of responsible business conduct 
abroad. She consistently uses her countless service positions 
within the international community as learning opportunities for 
her students.
 } Aswad honored as global citizen
Professor Evelyn Aswad is pictured at the World Experiences Foundation event 
with former and current students. Left to right: Jason Hubbert (‘16), Rebeca West 
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Liesa Richter was elected to The 
American Law Institute, an independent 
scholarly organization working to clarify 
the law through restatements, principles 
and model penal codes.
Richter joined the OU Law faculty in 
2001. She teaches Evidence and Civil 
Procedure. Her research focuses on 
federal evidentiary policy and rule-making, and her articles have 
appeared in journals such as the Fordham Law Review, Wake 
Forest Law Review, and William & Mary Law Review.
Richter was recently selected to be the academic consultant to 
the Judicial Conference Evidence Advisory Committee. She also 
serves on the Evidence Drafting Committee for the National 
Conference of Bar Examiners, which drafts and reviews the 
evidence questions for the Multistate Bar Exam.
Professor Emeritus Drew Kershen 
was honored with the Excellence in 
Agricultural Law Award at the American 
Agricultural Law Association Annual 
Conference held in Louisville, Kentucky, 
in October.  The AALA particularly 
emphasized Kershen’s creation, 
compilation and update of an Agricultural 
Law Bibliography that now contains 
almost 8,000 entries. Kershen’s quarterly updates of the 
bibliography have been published in the AALA Agricultural Law 
Update periodical since the mid-1990s. 
 } Richter elected to ALI  } Kershen honored by AALA
HIRE OU LAW
Get customized recruiting services  
from Oklahoma’s #1 Law School
·  Post jobs online for OU Law students and alumni
·  Identify qualified applicants specific to your hiring needs
·  Schedule interviews on campus, in your office or via  
video-conference
To hire the best, go to the best. 
Ranked #1 in Oklahoma by U.S. News & World Report.  
For nine consecutive years, National Jurist magazine  
has ranked OU Law as a national Best Value Law School.
(405) 325-4717 | placement@law.ou.edu
The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. www.ou.edu/eoo
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Professor Emeritus Joyce Palomar spoke at the annual 
conference of the American College of Mortgage Attorneys 
in Asheville, North Carolina, in September. She explained 
“The Effect of Full Credit Bids and Failure to Pursue Deficiency 
Judgments on Lenders’ Title Insurance.”
Palomar, in her 30th year at OU Law teaching Property, Real 
Estate Transactions and Land Use, is a frequent lecturer at 
national conferences on those topics. She is the author of Title Insurance Law and 
Patton & Palomar on Land Titles, as well as of many law journal articles. 
Professors Mary Sue Backus and Joseph Thai have been 
appointed to the Oklahoma Advisory Committee to the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights. The commission is an independent, 
bipartisan agency charged with advising the president and 
Congress on civil rights matters and issuing an annual federal 
civil rights enforcement report.
The commission maintains 51 state advisory committees, one 
for each state and the District of Columbia. Each is composed of 
citizen volunteers familiar with local and state civil rights issues. 
Committee members conduct reviews and produce reports and 
recommendations concerning local civil rights issues, including 
justice, voting, discrimination, housing, education and other 
important themes.
Backus teaches Criminal Law, Education Law, Evidence and Civil 
Procedure. Her recent scholarship focuses on reforming Oklahoma law in the areas of 
juvenile competency and virtual charter schools. She joined the OU Law faculty in 2004 
after serving as a visiting assistant professor of law at William and Mary School of Law.
Thai joined OU Law in 2003 and teaches Constitutional Law, Supreme Court Theory 
and Practice, First Amendment, and Criminal Procedure. He also has co-taught a 
“mind-bending” course on morality, law and science on OU’s main campus. He writes 
about the Constitution and the Supreme Court, and frequently comments in local and 
national media. 
 } Backus, Thai appointed to civil rights committee
 } Palomar speaks to mortgage attorneys’ group
Beyond the classroom
Monika Ehrman organized and chaired 
the inaugural Natural Resources Law 
Teachers Workshop in conjunction 
with the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law 
Foundation’s 63rd Annual Institute 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, in July. The 
workshop encouraged the work of 
scholars in the fields of natural resources 
law and policy through exchange 
of ideas and feedback on works-in-
progress. The event was sponsored, in 
part, by the OU Law Oil & Gas, Natural 
Resources, and Energy Center.
 } Ehrman chairs workshop for 
natural resources law profs
Pictured at the event are (front row, left to right) 
Karen Bradshaw, Arizona State University; Robin 
Kundis Craig, University of Utah; David Pierce, 
Washburn University; Monika Ehrman, University 
of Oklahoma; Jason Czarnezki, Pace University; 
(back row) Blake Hudson, University of Houston; 
Zachary Bray, University of Kentucky; Vanessa 
Casado Pérez, Texas A&M University; James 
Coleman, Southern Methodist University; and 
James Hopkins, University of Arizona.
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The 2017 Eugene Kuntz Conference on 
Natural Resources Law and Policy, held 
November 17 at the Cox Convention 
Center in Oklahoma City, set a new 
attendance record with 615 attorneys 
and landmen present to hear of recent 
developments and issues of importance 
to the oil and gas industry.
The conference is named for former OU 
Law dean and renowned oil and gas 
professor, Eugene Kuntz. Sponsored by 
the University of Oklahoma College of 
Law in conjunction with the Oklahoma 
Bar Association Energy and Natural 
Resources Law Section, the event is the 
largest conference focusing on oil and 
gas law in the nation.
Gregory L. Mahaffey (’75), shareholder 
and president of the Oklahoma City 
law firm Mahaffey & Gore PC, was 
honored with the Eugene Kuntz Award 
at a reception the evening prior to the 
conference. The award recognized 
Mahaffey’s many contributions to the 
energy industry and to oil and gas law in 
particular.
Mahaffey co-founded Mahaffey & 
Gore PC in 1980. He concentrates his 
law practice on Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission matters and oil and gas 
litigation. He is past president of the 
Oklahoma City Mineral Lawyers Society, 
and he has presented papers and lectures 
to various bar associations and oil and 
gas landman associations in Oklahoma, 
Texas and Arkansas.  
 } Kuntz Conference draws record crowd
R. Clark Musser (’70) was surprised to also be honored at the reception for his many years of involvement with 
the Kuntz Conference and his dedication to the College of Law. He is pictured above with Dean Joe Harroz 
and Professor Monika Ehrman. 
After being presented with the 2017 Eugene Kuntz Award, Greg Mahaffey speaks to reception attendees. 
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For 26 years, Robert Barr Smith 
taught courses on legal research and 
writing, oral advocacy, paralegal studies, 
advanced appellate advocacy, lawyering 
and trial techniques at OU Law. Born 
in San Francisco and educated at Stanford University, as an 
undergraduate and law student, Smith retired from the U.S. 
Army as a colonel in 1981 after serving more than 20 years in 
the Judge Advocate General’s Corps. During his civilian legal 
career, he also served as deputy attorney general of the state 
of California and as an associate with the San Francisco firm of 
Bronson, Bronson & McKinnon.
Smith was named director of the College of Law’s legal research 
and writing program in 1983. Five years later, he became 
associate dean for academics, holding that position until 
2003. Smith retired from full-time faculty status in 2008, but 
continued to teach until moving to Missouri in 2013.
He was the author of more than 20 books and 100 magazine 
articles on legal writing and military and western history. 
Barbara Buchanan Lewis
1938 – 2017
Barbara Buchanan Lewis taught tax 
law and estate planning at the University 
of Oklahoma College of Law from 1975 
to 1982 and served as interim dean 
from 1980 to 1981. The Kentucky native 
returned to her home state in 1982, becoming the dean of the 
Brandeis School of Law at the University of Louisville, where she 
had earned her undergraduate and law degrees. Missing the 
daily interaction with students, she returned to the classroom in 
1990 until her retirement in 2006. After about two years, she 
returned as an adjunct professor and taught on a part-time basis 
until 2014.
Prior to her career in legal education, Lewis worked as an 
attorney for the U.S. Corps of Engineers, a probation officer for 
the Jefferson County Juvenile Court and a teacher in Honduras 
and Guatemala. Her true passion was the law and education, 
and following her graduation from an LL.M. program at William 




Joseph C. Long retired from the OU 
College of Law in 2001, concluding 31 
years of distinguished service. He taught 
courses on agency and partnerships, 
corporations and state and federal 
securities regulation.
Long began his legal education career in 1966 as an assistant 
professor at the University of South Dakota. He was appointed 
graduate fellow at the University of Virginia in 1968 and was 
named an assistant professor at Stetson University in 1969, 
finally joining the OU Law faculty in 1970.
During his tenure at OU Law, Long also was special counsel 
for the North American Securities Administration Association 
Inc. He is the author of Blue Sky, a treatise, published in two 
volumes in 1985 by Clark Boardman Co., and numerous 
teaching materials and law review articles.
Long was admitted to the Missouri Bar and Illinois Bar in 1963. 
He was admitted to the Oklahoma Bar in 1975. He is former 
associate general counsel and consultant for the Oklahoma 
Securities Commission and former co-reporter for the Revised 
Uniform Securities Act, National Conference of Commissioners 
of Uniform State Laws.
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Thank you to our donors








































































































Cunningham & Cunningham PC
Alicia Q. Currin-Moore
Robert W. Dace
Samuel P. Daniel Jr.
J. C. Daugherty
Don C. Davis
Dan L. De La Cruz
Michael L. Decker
Elaine T. DeGiusti
John A. Del Buono
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Mary L. Findley
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Russell G. Horner Jr.
Gerald Hornung Intervivos Trust
Ryan and Jill Ahrens 
Mark and Jacque Albert
Paige and Michael Bass
Gary Beadles
Kathy and Mike Bickford
David L. and Molly Shi Boren





Foliart Huff Ottaway & Bottom
GableGotwals
Joseph Harroz Jr.
Hartzog Conger Cason & Neville
Tom Hester





Randle and Marla Jones
Michael and Kim Joseph 





The Lou and Connie Miller 
Charitable Foundation
Brent and Leah Mills
Brian and Charlotte Mitchell
Clark Musser
John W. and Cecelia Norman
Pat O’Hara
Armand and Amanda Paliotta 
William G. Paul
Phillips Murrah PC






The John Paul Stevens Fellowship 
Foundation







Joseph and Theresa Thai
John B. Turner
Phillip and Penny Whaley
Reggie N. Whitten 
Jeff and Kim Wilmes
Ward & Glass LLP
Membership as of December 21, 2017
 } Dean’s Leadership Circle
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David L. and Molly Shi Boren









Samuel and Mary Daniel 
James F. Davis
Scott and Casey Delaney
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Jay and Katie Griffin
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Russell and Nancy Harbaugh
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Terry Hawkins 
In memory of Andrew 
B. Hawkins
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J. Eric Ivester 
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Glen D. Johnson Jr.
Kenneth Johnston
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Barty G. Shipp
Brian Shipp Inc.
Don and Trudy Sickles
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Membership as of December 21, 2017
















































Raymond H. Tipton III
David A. Trissell
Michael D. Tupper
















Ward & Glass LLP
Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2017
Let’s start a conversation…
…about the impact your gift could make.
Gifts of cash, securities and appraised real estate are excellent ways to invest in the 
future of the OU College of Law. 
Planned giving encompasses a range of gift types that allow your giving for maximum 
impact. These gifts include life income plans, charitable bequests, retirement plan gifts, 
charitable lead trusts, gifts of real estate and other kinds of property, closely held stock, 
and life insurance. Each of these vehicles can help you make a meaningful gift to the 
University of Oklahoma College of Law. 
Benefits include:
∙ Generate life income 
∙ Create favorable tax circumstances 
∙ Reduce estate tax liability 
∙ Create a lasting legacy at the OU College of Law
If you would like more personalized information about planned giving, please contact 
OU Law Development at law.alumni@ou.edu or (405) 325-9175.
Unwavering commitment to students remains our top 
priority, and the University of Oklahoma College of Law 
seeks your help to continue producing the next great 
generation of lawyers and leaders. All gifts, large or small, 
work together to support OU College of Law.







































It is our intention to include all donors whose gifts were received during the specified period. If your name has been omitted or you would like to make a change to how 
your name is listed, please contact OU Law Development at law.alumni@ou.edu or (405) 325-9175.
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OU Law’s ABA-approved  
Legal Assistant Education Program 
is built for working adults.
Courses are offered on Saturdays and online.
Our graduates work in: 
∙ Private sector 
∙ Government offices
∙ Boutique firms
∙ Large law firms
∙ In-House
law.ou.edu/lae
For more information, contact (405) 325-1726 or lae@law.ou.edu.
e UNIVERSITY of  OKLAHOMA
Department of Legal Assistant Education
The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. www.ou.edu/eoo
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